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PUBLIC SAFETY

DPS seeks vehicle in fatal La Ward hit-and-run

JAKOB GURLEY A preliminary investigation deter- DPS investigators believe the occu-

mined Faulk was changing a dam- pants may have witnessed the crash
JACKSON COUNTY Texas aged tire on the trailer when he was  or have information that could help
Department of Public Safety inves- struck by a passing vehicle. He was  identify the vehicle involved.
tigators are asking for the public’s pronounced dead at the scene at ap Anyone who was traveling on
help identifying a vehicle involved in  proximately 12:56 p.m. SH 172 near La Ward around noon
a fatal hit-and-run Monday on State The vehicle that struck Faulk left  Monday, witnessed the crash or has
Highway 172 near La Ward, the scene and has not been identi-  dashe surveillance or other video
The crash occurred in Jackson fied. footage from the area is encouraged
County, just south of the Wharton Investigators are also seeking tocontact law enforcement.
County line, information about two other ve The investigation remains ongoing.

According to DPS, troopers re- hicles that were seen pulling onto
sponded after a man was struck while  the northbound shoulder about 100 Jakob Gurley s a multimedia
outside a travel trailer. The victim yards from the crash site shortly afl-  fournalist with the Victoria Advo-
was identified as Benjamin Lee Faulk  ter the collision. Both vehicles later  cate. He can be reached at jakob,
of New Braunfels. left the area guriey@vicad.com.

PATRIOT DAY A GOVERNMENT

ALEXANDRA PASKHAVER

With little public par
ticipation, the Victoria
City Council unanimously
approved the city's fiscal
year 2027 budget, the Vic
toria Sales Tax Corpora-
tion budget and a lower
property tax rate during
a brief special meeting
Tuesday.

The 19-minute meeting
drew few residents, with
rows of seats in the coun-
cil chamber remaining
empty during public hear-
ings on the budget and tax
rate,

Resident John Swan-
son was among those who
spoke, calling for greater

— 3 transparency regarding
FDNY Capt. Michael Dugan hangs an American flag from a light pole in front of what is Ieft of the World Trade Center after it was | the cost and work of the
destroyed in a terrorist attack on Sept. 11, 2001. (Andrew Savulich/New York Daily News) ity's fire services.
“I don’t think we can af

ford this fire department,”
Swanson said. “I would
like to get ... anannual fire
marshal’s report that tells
me how many fires they

actually put out. There is

Those who were there remember 9/11 | &b b i

THOMAS TRACY, When terroristsdestroyed _ Taylor dossn't like wdwell It was a beautiful thing | 2 £he fire repori® The fire
ROCCO PARASCANDOLA, the World Trs e can' he ecalled | marshal ... T don't want
REBECCA WHITE, dredsof th perican flags s ’P"“?_M‘ l_lf guy : t's
JULIAN ROBERTS-GRMELA, >;xudcr\ W vou looked. 1 | the opposite. It's the work
LINCOLN ANDERSON, c a glimpe of the Twin  wsn't alone. The whole ct, | (At being done, it isn't
LEONARD GREENE Y Towers in an old movie or  the whale country w the people.
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE devastation andhorul\m in someone's photo album. board. We saw it. And it The coundil approved
Their lives were forever  the memories of how t amazing." the fiscal year 2027 ""f’g‘"
HREAD ONLINE altered. changed forever come Illness and hope (\\(‘1'111‘1::1;;1ddm0n:\1 public
. Now, 25 vears later, they ack Cheryl Hall, a retired Con | OMment. 2
Bstrtm‘wr remember that day and the at how beautiful Edison worker who helped bu[lhpr iszlllélle ml‘lll"l}
victorisadvocate. years that passed with a mix . Lock at how long  bring back power to Ground Ill'utlwv\ ":‘ ; [};‘ “31:‘1;:1
com/eedition of pain, trauma and pro- they stood. I just have that Zero after the terror attacks g d :ug, . ‘('(‘pml

devastation
NYPD Emergency

Unit officers Greg
and Everald Tay
day after 9/11 has
been a blessing and
of sorts — a blessing to be
still alive and on the job,
and a curse because of those
they lost along the way. The

- are just two of the four
SU members who

current
were working when hijacked

s tore into the World
ade Center and killed near-
000 people, including 14

llu \d] e >ull loves. bw,)
and smell the roses and ap

how big

it may be.”

wow feelil f how lho
used to be,” he said.
was New York. That wa
York It's different

There & w people left
u) the unit who can tell the
ries that Welch and Taylor
can fell

Welch tells new members
oIL U not tobe aftaid of fear.
Young men are just
and selfless,” Welch
But they're different
neration is diff
n though you're scared
you need to go in and do the
right thing becau use nobody
Ise is gning todo i

He also tells them to find
the joy — alesson he learned
i 11

porting Ne

ng about th
.mh’n‘_\ of w11
patiently waiting for an-
other anniversary - ane
she'll reach in 2027,
“Once I reach my fiv r
mark, I'll be consider \d c‘.n
free,” Hall told the Daily
was  diagnosed
11-related uterine
21 and under
ry in 2022,
in part to her
the uterus
were officially added to the ev-

among at IM\I e
respond-
erage for

os lo recefve ful
past and future treatme

“I'm just glad that it was
caught and it was added,”
Hall said. “Maybe I was used
so that people can get the
helpthey needed.”

SEE 9/11, A3

project funding increased
by §2 million for the 1-69
project, while 2 million
was removed from venue
tax funding because of re-
ductions to the Communi-
ty Center project budget

Victo:

Benjamin Lee
Faulk of New
Braunfels was
killed after he
was stru
passing vehicle
while changing
a damaged tire
on a travel trail-
er along State
Highway 172
near La Ward
according to the
Texas Depart-

= ment of Public
Safety. (Courte-
sy Photo)

Victoria approves $241.7M
budget, lower tax rate

The general fund in
creased by $80,000 to cover
landscaping costs, while
the economic develop
ment fund added §25,000
for commumity relations.

Council members also
unanimously  approved
the fiscal year 7 bud
get for the Vict Sales

[ax (nrponltl('l. without
public comment.

The largest expenditure
Increases were for utility
and public safety projects,
which increased by about
$2.15 million and $1.11 mil-
lion, respectively.

Spending on  street
and drainage projects
decreased hy about $2.5
million, or 41%, compared
with the previous year.
The projected ending
fund balance decreased
by about §1.03 million, or
12,8%, while expected rev-
enue increased by $90,000,
or09%.

Tax rate approved
The council also unan
i sly @

RI(K)M propert
for the 2026 t
crease of $0.0252 f)
current rate,

The new rate is expect
ed to generate about
million,  approximately
$711,558 less than the pre-

aluation
de-
the

Before approving the
rate, council members
amended language in the
ordinance after Assistant
City Manager Gilbert Rey-
na explained that its orig
inal wording did not meet
legal requirements.

The required language
states: “The tax rate will

SEE BUDGET, A3

City Council members met to approve the city's fiscal

year 2027 budget and property tax rate. (File Photo)
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